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School Attendance Policy

Rationale: To inform parents that attendance at school is vital to learning and that absences affect learning.

General Procedures

· Roll is called every day by the class teacher online on Aladdin.          

·  Old Leabhar Tinrimhs are kept in storage.

· Attendance requirements will be given to all parents in the Information Booklet and on Induction Day
· All absences require a written explanation.

· Class teacher will retain these.

· Initial attendance difficulties will be dealt with by the class teacher in seeking to discuss with parents the reasons for absences. E.g. is bullying a problem, are learning difficulties the reason for reluctant attendance?

· End of quarter checks, i.e. (30th September, 31st December, 31st March, 30th June) of all absences will be taken.

· Under the Education Welfare Act 2000 we are complying with current legislation and make regular returns as and when indicated during the school year. When necessary the school will liase with TUSLA over attendance problems.

These may be categorised as follows:

1. Irregular Absentee: 3/5 days absent in a 20-day period without a valid reason.

2. Seriously irregular Absentee: 6/10 days absent in a 20-day period without a valid reason.

3. Chronic Absentee: 11+ days absent in a 20-day period without a valid reason/cumulative absence of 20+ days.

· Appropriate contact will take place between the school and the parents/guardians of these children.

Suggestions:

1. For irregular absentees the Class Teacher will inform the parents by letter his/her concerns and seek to meet the parents to discuss the matter.

2. For serious irregular absentees the Principal will write to parents inviting them to a meeting to discuss the problem.

3. For chronic absentees the Principal will inform the Education Welfare Officer and notify parents of this by letter.

4. The National Education Welfare Board will approach attendance problems initially in a role supportive of parents and their difficulties.

5. As attendance, behaviour and academic performance of children have a bearing on whether they are at risk of dropping out of secondary education, the school will, as a matter of publicly stated policy pass on such records to secondary schools once children have accepted/been offered a place.

6. Records will be passed on to primary schools in the event of the child moving schools.
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